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Restoring the Jewel of Southampton
The Expansion of Lake Agawam Park and the Southampton Gardens
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Lake Agawam: The Jewel of Southampton

Increased Public Access to a Clean Lake Agawam 
Will Benefit Our Entire Community
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Restoring the Jewel of Southampton
The Expansion of Lake Agawam Park and the Southampton Gardens

A Once In A Lifetime Opportunity for Southampton
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V

Lake Agawam: 2018
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A Polluted Lake Agawam Is A Threat To Our Health 
and Public Safety
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Summer 2019: 
Lake Agawam Conservancy Founded

Our Goal: To Restore the Jewel of Southampton 
for Our Entire Community
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The Lake Agawam Conservancy:  
Public-Private Partnership

V

See Lakeagawam.org for more information
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The Lake Agawam Conservancy Sponsors Ongoing 
Monitoring of Lake with Buoy Sensor Data



12

Planting Bioswales and Native Gardens
Linden Lane

South End of Lake Agawam
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Invasive Water Lily Removal Project to Limit 
Harmful Algal Blooms
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42 Aeration Bubblers Added to 
Oxygenate the Lake
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Public Education for Chemical-free Landscaping
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2024: Permeable Reactive Barrier – 
Lake Agawam Park

Septic
System

Permeable 
Reactive 
Barrier

Water
Table
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October 7-16, 2019: 
Algae Harvesting 10-Day Demonstration Project

V

February 2020: 
AECOM Report 
On 10-Day 
Demonstration 
Project
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V

January 2023: With Support of Conservancy, Village 
Secures $10 Million in Funding for Algae Harvester

 First algae 
harvesters put to 
work in New York.

 Install 2024 
in Doscher Park.

 Funding provided 
by Southampton 
Town Community 
Preservation Fund 
(CPF) and Federal 
Government.
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Algae Harvester in Doscher Park Will Treat Up to 
3 Million Gallons of Lake Agawam Water Every Day
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A Once In A Lifetime Opportunity

Restoring the Jewel of Southampton
The Expansion of Lake Agawam Park and the Southampton Gardens
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137 and 153 Pond Lane: 
A Once In A Lifetime Opportunity

111 
Pond Lane

153 
Pond Lane

137 
Pond Lane

 In November 2021, Paulson 
Family Foundation acquired 
137 and 153 Pond Lane for 
$25 million to expand Lake 
Agawam Park.

 Town CPF prepared to 
acquire 137 Pond Lane 
– 4.8 acres.

 Adjacent to 111 Pond Lane 
– 2.9 acres – CPF preserved.

 Paulson Family Foundation 
prepared to donate 153 Pond 
Lane – 3.6 acres -- to Park 
expansion.
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Limited CPF Purchases of Open Space In 
Southampton Village from 1999 - 2022

Nearly 
$1 Billion 

in CPF 
Revenue

CPF spent less than 5% on acquisitions
 in the Village during 1999-2022
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137 and 153 Pond Lane: 
A Once In A Lifetime Opportunity
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The Alternative:  More Development = 
More Traffic, More Pollution, Less Nature

The Only Available Open Space On Lake Agawam  
Should Be Protected for Future Generations
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The Expansion of Lake Agawam Park

All Parkland Designs would be finalized with Community Input!
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The Expansion of Lake Agawam Park Will Result In 
Increased Public Access to Lake Agawam
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Installation of Algae Harvester in Doscher Park
Will Require Swap of Park Land With 137 Pond Lane
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Southampton 
Gardens 

Peter Marino 
Architect
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Southampton Gardens: The Catalyst For The 
Growing Southampton Arts District
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 Modeled on the Central 
Park Conservancy.

 Will privately raise funds for 
installation and maintenance 
of Southampton Gardens.

 Will manage gardens. 

 Paulson Family Foundation will 
donate 153 Pond Lane to 
Conservancy.

 Have already secured 
substantial donor 
commitments.

The Conservancy Will Enter Into A Public-Private 
Partnership With Southampton Village and Town
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Future Pond Lane

 Safe 24/7 access to bicyclists and pedestrians
 24/7 access to emergency vehicles
 Cul-de-sac turn arounds on Lake Agawam

Would create ¼ mile of direct public access to Lake Agawam
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Proposed Expansion of Lake Agawam Park and 
Southampton Gardens Fulfills Goals of Village Master Plan
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September 2022:  
Southampton Village Comprehensive Plan
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September 2022:  
Southampton Village Comprehensive Plan
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 Needed to create world class 
Southampton Gardens.

 Needed to ensure safety for 
visitors to expanded Lake 
Agawam Park and Southampton 
Gardens.

 Needed to create safe conditions 
for bicyclists and pedestrians.

 Needed to create environmental 
buffer along lake.

The Proposed Closure of Pond Lane 
to Motor Vehicles Only

Would create ¼ mile of direct public access to Lake Agawam
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Existing Conditions On Pond Lake

38

Limited Direct Public Access to Lake Agawam
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Lack of Dedicated Safe Bike, Jogging and 
Pedestrian Path

Pedestrians and Bicyclists Now Compete with Motor Vehicles

Blind Turn
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Limited Sight Distance for Motorist and Pedestrians

Dangerous Blind Turn Has Caused Serious Accidents 
And At Least One Fatality in 1995 (16-year-old boy)
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Pond Lane Is Dangerous For Native Wildlife 
and Children

Families Often Bring Their Children to Feed the Geese
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Eroded Shoulder Allows Polluted Runoff to 
Cascade Into Lake

No Protection For Lake Agawam From Runoff From Road
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Informal Parking and Need for Additional 
Stormwater Management

Enhanced Stormwater Management Will Protect Lake Agawam
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Dangerous and Unhealthy Polluted Water

Buffer and Stormwater Management Will Improve Water Quality

44



45

Invasive Vegetation Along Lake Agawam

Native Bioswale Will Protect Lake After Increasingly Heavy Rain
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Limited Views to Lake Agawam

¼ Mile of Direct Access Will Restore Public’s Connection to Lake Agawam
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Vacant and Underutilized CPF Land at 
111 Pond Lane

Current 2.9 Acre CPF Parcel On Pond Lane Is Not Used By Public
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Create Safe Bicycle, Jogging and Pedestrian Path 
Along ¼ Mile Of Pond Lake
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Improve Pond Edge with Beautiful 
Native Vegetation
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Improve Stormwater Management to Protect Lake

Plan to Use Lake Water to Irrigate Gardens
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Expand Lake Agawam Park for Benefit of 
Our Entire Community

¼ Mile of Direct Access Will Restore Public’s Connection to Lake Agawam
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 N&P conducted traffic assessments 
in 2022 and 2023 to analyze 
potential impacts of closing Pond 
Lane to vehicles.

 Installed Automatic Traffic Recorders 
(ATR) during Memorial Day week 
and a non-holiday week.
– Pond Lane south of Agawam Park
– First Neck Lane south of Culver Street
– Culver Street west of Pond Lane

 Found capacity of First Neck Lane 
and surrounding roadways 
adequate to accommodate any 
increase in traffic volumes.

Nelson & Pope: Pond Lane 2022 & 2023 
Traffic Assessments
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 Motorists anticipated to use First Neck Lane and Culver Street

 First Neck Lane and Culver Street have adequate capacity to 
accommodate the diverted traffic.

 In longer term, further dispersal of cars to other roads to the 
east and west of Lake Agawam.

Nelson & Pope: Pond Lane 
Assessment of Traffic Redistribution 
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 New parking in 
Doscher Park.

 N&P Parking Study:
– Identified at least 700 

parking spaces in the 
two Village lots and on 
street within a 5-minute 
walk of proposed 
Southampton Gardens.

– On Saturday and 
Sunday in June, over 
200 spaces were 
available.

Nelson & Pope:  Parking Study
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137 and 153 Pond Lane: 
A Once In A Lifetime Opportunity
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137 and 153 Pond Lane: 
A Once In A Lifetime Opportunity
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Southampton 
Gardens 

Peter Marino 
Architect
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